TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS'   SCHOOL

ments of his pedals; the child of four composes her own
little "air" as she arranges and rearranges the covers
and pillows of her doll's pram. t

It is the delightful duty of the Infants' School -to
provide for all these forms of joyful expression. Let us
consider first vocal expression. As the infant naturally
uses this in imitation of the mother's song, so little
children in the nursery class should be given frequent
opportunity of listening to simple melodies, either sung
by the teacher or played simply on the piano, fiddle or
pipe, The choice of music is of fundamental importance.
Much simple music is great music, notably the folk
tunes, which appeal so strongly to the young listener.
Vocal expression will be born spontaneously from this
listening: as in the rhymed refrain of a fairy story, so
in an oft-repeated tune, the child cannot fail to take an
active part. This method of learning to sing should be
maintained throughout the Infants' School and should
indeed be the only method of learning songs.

Secondly, we have the "tom-tom" form of rhythmic
expression. This can find delightful satisfaction in
the percussion band. The foundation is afforded by
drums, assisted by bells, triangles, cymbals and tam-
bourines. Piano, dulcimer or voice may supply the
air.

The expression of intense and absorbed enjoyment is
sufficient evidence of the wholly natural and instinctive
joy children of five and a half to six years experience

156